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4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) E3 Claim(s) 15-58 is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Claims 1-13 and 59-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by VanDeAvond et al. U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0004946 ('VanDeAvond'). 

VanDeAvond discloses: 

As to claim 1 , 

receiving via the internet one or more orders for labels, the orders identifying 
variable data to be printed on the labels; See [0034]; [0038]; [0077]; 

storing the received orders in the central database; See [0010]; [0036]; 

receiving a request via the internet to process one or more orders for production; 
See [0024-0025]; 

storing a plurality of printing templates for a plurality of customers; See [0032]; 



[0037]; 
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merging printing data identified in the one or more orders to be processed and a 
template selected from the plurality of stored templates to generate image data for the 
labels to be printed for the one or more processed orders; See [0037-0043]; and 

storing in the central database the generated image data for communication via 
the internet to a remote location for label production; See [0010]; [0036]. 

As to claim 2, 

wherein the one or more orders can be received from one or more locations and 
the request to process the orders can be received from a different location; See [0024- 
0025]; [0043]. 

As to claim 3, 

wherein the one or more orders can be received from a location and the request 
to process the orders can be received from the same location; See [0024-0025]; [0043]. 

As to claim 4, 

wherein a plurality of orders can be received from different locations and 
processed together as one print job; See [0024-0025]; [0043]; [0048]. 

As to claim 5, 

wherein the request to process the one or more orders is associated with an 
identity of one of a plurality of production methods, each production method requiring 
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image data in a corresponding data file type and wherein the image data is generated in 
a data file type selected from a plurality of different data file types and corresponding to 
the identified production method; See [0037]; [0045]; [0068]. 

As to claim 6, 

wherein the identity of the production method is represented by an identified 
machine type; 

As to claim 7, 

wherein at least one of the stored templates defines a layout of information to be 
printed on a label; See [0032]; [0037]. 

As to claim 8, 

wherein at least one of the stored templates defines a layout for one or more 
plates to be used in printing labels, each plate simultaneously printing a plurality of 
labels; See [0024-0025]; [0043]; [0048]. 

As to claim 9, 

wherein the stored templates for a plate layout includes at least two labels with 
different variable data to be printed thereon; See [0032]; [0037]. 
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As to claim 1 0, 

wherein the plate layout includes a layout of information to be printed on each of 
the plurality of labels defined by the plate; See [0024-0025]; [0043]; [0048]. 

As to claim 1 1 , 

A method of producing labels as recited in claim 8 including determining the 
minimal number of plates that can be used to produce the labels and the layout of each 
plate; calculating an estimated production cost associated with the determined minimal 
number of plates; increasing the number of plates and recalculating the estimated 
production costs to determine if the increased number of plates has a lower estimated 
production cost than the estimated production cost associated with the minimal number 
of plates. 

As to claim 12, 

wherein the image data includes font information required to produce the labels; 
See [0010]; [0036]. 

As to claim 1 3, 

wherein the image data includes graphic information required to produce the 
labels; See [0010]; [0036], 
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As to claim 59, 

storing a plurality of tables for each of a plurality of customer groups, each table 
defining a plurality of web pages, different web pages being associated with different 
label types available for ordering; See [0005]; [0034]; [0038]; [0043]; [0075-0077]. 

receiving inputs via the internet from a user, the inputs defining a new label type 
to be added to the system and available for ordering; See [0028]; [0045]; [0051]; 

automatically updating said tables to define a new web page associated with the 
new label type; and generating a web page to allow labels of the new label type to be 
ordered; See [0029]; [0034]. 

As to claim 60, 

wherein the inputs defining a new label type including variable data entry fields 
and validation rules associated with the variable data entry fields; See [0044-0045]; 
[0058-0060]. 

As to claim 61 , 

wherein the customer groups are store groups; See [0005]; [0043]; [0075-0077]. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 15-58 are allowed. 

Claim 14 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

As to claim 14, the following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: The prior art of record does not disclose, make 
obvious, or otherwise suggest the structure of the applicant's method wherein the image 
data for the processed orders stored in the central database is associated with one of a 
plurality of different types of label production machines and further including receiving a 
request via the internet to change the production machine for the labels; and 
reprocessing the orders in accordance with a different printing template associated with 
the changed production machine together with the other limitations of the independent 
claims. 

As to claims 1 5-32, the following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: The prior art of record does not disclose, make 
obvious, or otherwise suggest the structure of the applicant's method of producing 
labels storing a plurality of printing templates for a plurality of label types and a plurality 
of machine types used in the production of the labels; selecting a stored template in 
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accordance with the type of labels to be produced and the type of machine to be used in 
the production of the labels; merging the variable data to be printed on the labels and a 
selected printing templates to generate image data for the labels in a production data 
file to be used in the production of the labels; storing the production data file in the 
central database together with the other limitations of the independent claims. The 
dependent claims being further limiting and definite are also allowable. 

As to claims 33-50, the following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: The prior art of record does not disclose, make 
obvious, or otherwise suggest the structure of the applicant's method of generating job 
data for a plurality of orders to be processed together, the job data including information 
representing a type of label to be produced for the job, a type of machine to be used in 
the production of the labels for the job, and the variable data to be printed on labels to 
be produced for the job; storing a plurality of printing templates for a plurality of label 
types and a plurality of machine types used in the production of the labels; selecting a 
stored template in accordance with the type of labels to be produced; and merging the 
variable data to be printed on the labels and a selected printing template to generate 
image data for the labels in a production data file to be used in the production of the 
labels, the type of production data file generated corresponding to the type of machine 
to be used in the production of the labels; storing the production data file; and sending 
the stored production data file to a remote location via the internet together with the 
other limitations of the independent claims. The dependent claims being further limiting 
and definite are also allowable. 
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As to claims 51-58, the following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: The prior art of record does not disclose, make 
obvious, or otherwise suggest the structure of the applicant's system for having a 
database; and at least one server receiving orders for labels via the internet, the orders 
identifying variable data to be printed on the labels and storing the orders in the 
database, at least one server being responsive to a user's input to process a plurality of 
orders together to form a printing job to be produced on an identified machine type and 
automatically generating a production data file for the labels to be produced for the job, 
the at least one server thereafter storing the production data file in the database, and 
sending a stored production data file to a remote location via the internet together with 
the other limitations of the independent claims. The dependent claims being further 
limiting and definite are also allowable. 

The closest prior art of record being VanDeAvond et al. U.S. Patent Publication 
No. 2003/0004946. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the Issue Fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the Issue Fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Charles L. Rones whose telephone number is 703-306- 
3030. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8am-4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici can be reached on 703-305-3830. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). f\ p 

Charles L Rones 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2175 

June 22, 2004 



